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Latest News

» Fine paintings among highlights of Gray’s
auction Sept. 18

» 2014 'Kovels' Antiques & Collectibles Price
Guide' released

» Moscow Times report: Half of Russia's
antiques are fake

» Dr. John to perform at La. museum’s 75th
anniversary gala

» Atleast 4 triceratops skeletons found in Wyo.
dig
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Artist punches Mandela's 'freedom spirit' onto Chinese
wall

WRITTEN BY SYLVIA QIAN, AFP WIRE SERVICE
FRIDAY, 02 AUGUST 2013 08:13

SHANGHALI (AFP) - The portrait of
Nelson Mandela is -- like the man
himself -- forged from violence and
endurance, created as the artist pounded
the wall 27,000 times with a boxing
glove which bore the Chinese character
for "freedom".

The resulting Mandela -- a boxer and
leader of armed struggle jailed for 27
years before becoming South Africa's
president and world-renowned
peacemaker -- smiles softly with
twinkling eyes and a gentle, knowing
gaze.

e v r

‘
P
-

4
¥

The mural dominates the Shanghai
studio of Belgian artist Phil Akashi, 34,
who spent late June and early July
punching in the intense summer heat of
the city where he has made his home,
telling AFP: "I think I lost three to five
kilos in five weeks".

He began the work -- which is six
meters (20 feet) high -- after hearing
Mandela was battling for his life,
entering hospital two months ago and
turning 95 there in July.

Mandela's health, said to be critical at
times but lately showing improvement,
has captured worldwide attention.




Akashi used cinnabar paste, which is Nelson Mandela has inspired wall art all over the world. This

associated with life and CtCl'l’lity in graffiti painting by Thierry Ehrmann is displayed in the Abode

N of Chaos museum in France. Courtesy of Organ Museum,
Chinese CUltlll'C, and the COIOI_' blac]; to copyright 2011, licensed under the Creative Commons
represent Mandela's fight against his Attribution 2.0 Generic license.

country's institutionalized racism.

"I really consider Nelson Mandela an extraordinary artist of peace,” Akashi says. "He
really represents a fantastic source of inspiration for the entire world."

The "freedom" character was on a rubber Chinese-style seal mounted on the glove.
Mandela won the 1993 Nobel peace prize jointly with South Africa's last white president
Frederik de Klerk for his "long walk to freedom" and hard-fought reconciliation with
South Africa's minority government.

His release from prison in 1990 became one of the most powerful images of the time.
Elected the country's first black president four years later, he worked to steer society from
racial division to multiracial democracy. Yet Mandela began his struggle endorsing
violence, as commander in chief of the armed underground wing of the African National
Congress in 1961, before being arrested three years later.

Akashi believes Mandela, as an international symbol of unification, can inspire China's
younger generation even from his sickbed.

Mandela's story might bring a "message of hope", Akashi says, and "inspire some people
to act or to fight for freedom."
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